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Winter water bird monitoring on the River Irwell adjacent to
Kersal Wetlands
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2 Background

2.1 Kersal Wetlands is a ne28 haflood basin that lies within a meander of the River
Irwell. It includes 5 ha of urban wetland habitaEonstruction started in 2015 and
completed in Spring 2018.

Photo 1¢ Kersal Wetlands

2.2 Volunteers have been systematically counting water birds for sewenérson this
part of the River Irwell. Threport will use that data to see what impact the flood
basin has had upon winter water birds using this section ofitres.

2.3  The volunteer bird counting started at this location in the winter of 22002 as
part of the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBShenthere was a break and theextsurvey
occurred during the winter of 20608009.

2.4  WeBSs a partnership scheme of the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the Joint Nature Conservation
Committee (JNCC) (the last on behalf of the statutory nature conservation bodies:
Natural England, &tural Resources Wales and Scottish Natural Heritage and the
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, Northern Ireland) in
association with the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT).

2.5 There was another break until a volunteer begamgoing caints duringthe winter
of 2015, supported by and mentoring additional volunteers recruited as part of the
Winter Wetland Bird Bliter WeBShttps://www.bto.org/our-
science/projets/wetland-bird-survey

2.6  The Winter Wetland Bird Blitz (WWBB) is a Natural Course collaboration between
the BTOGreater Manchester Ecology Un@NIEY, andGreater Manchester
Combined AuthorityGMCA. Covering about 40km of the River Irwatid the
confluence with the River Craat closely follows the WeBS survey method, including
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the month of January rather than each month September to March. The reduction
in commitment makes it easier to recruit volunteershis is useful because WeBS
coverageof the River Irwelhas been patchy over the yeatsspite it having been
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by WWBBSs still of use to the BTO for their monitoring of national bird trends
because January is the peak time for winter birds in the UK.


https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/wetland-bird-survey
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/wetland-bird-survey

2.7

2.8

Photo 2¢ The River Irwell with Kersal Wetlands on the rayid Cormorantsirying their wings midver

Part of the survey method includes noting if factors have led to an undercount of the
birds present. Examples of possible causes include bad wedikirbance or not
having access to view some of the riv¥vhen thisoccursthe count is ignored for
statisticalpurposes unlesthe dataset is over enough years to be ablepply an
average value for that yeain the casef this analysis there is not enough data to

be able to apply the average solution.

The WeBS / WWB&irveys have split the River Irwell into survey sections. This
report will alsopresent data for the sections upstream and downstream the one
around Kersal Wetland. This allows us to consider changes in the section of interest
while alsoconsideringhe wider bird population.
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Map 2: WeBS count siteRiver Irwelt Cromwell Road Bridge to Agecroft Bridge
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Map 3: WeBS count sitgRiver Irwelk Hough Lane Bridge to Cromwell Road Bridge

Map 4: NewWeBS count site Kersal Wetlands
The rest of the flood basin can also be seen to the south.






















































