
Irwell Management Catchment
Natural Capital Account and Ecosystem Services Assessment
Why a Natural Capital Approach

This study provides compelling evidence that the natural environment of the Irwell Management 
Catchment provides significant and sustained value to society. 

Highlighting the continuing need to reverse historic environmental decline, create a more inclusive 
society and prepare for new development and climate change, the study also shows where 
investment will enhance the ecosystem services provided and increase its natural capital.

The Approach

This study goes through a number of steps which will eventually lead to a portfolio of projects that 
enhance the natural capital of the Irwell Catchment. The method developed within this study has 
used open data, and national datasets, as far as possible, to enable this process to be repeated across 
similar urban catchments.

Study Area

The Water Framework Directive Surface Water Operational Catchment Cycle 2 was used as the overall 
project boundary for the Irwell Management Catchment. The principal waterbodies are the Irwell, Roch, 
Croal, Irk and Medlock along with their tributaries. 

The study focused on the Heavily Modified Water Bodies and their floodplains. This formed the “study 
area” for the natural capital account and the Ecosystem Services opportunity assessment.

Feedback

“We will use the tool to improve our evidence base, particularly in areas of flood risk. It will be really useful to use these maps to make our 
case stronger for using the natural environment to improve healthy lifestyles.” 

“A fantastic tool that will help us identify multi-benefit projects and the partners required to carry it through.” 

“We don’t just want to be delivering quick wins, we want something to last and this will really help us prioritise the opportunities available 
and maximise the benefits”

Key Headlines

Key headlines from the report include: • The natural environment alongside the waterbodies has an 
existing natural capital value of £418 million per year. The study area makes up 12% of the Irwell 
Management Catchment and therefore the value of the natural environment throughout the whole 
Irwell Management Catchment will be higher. 

More Information

https://mappinggm.org.uk/gmodin/?lyrs=tep_ecosystem_services#os_maps_night/10/53.5069/-2.3201

http://naturalcourse.co.uk/publications/


