
Catchment Ecology Project
• With a focus on the River Irwell Catchment: gathering and sharing ecological data; establishing, 

enhancing, and expanding surveys and monitoring projects.

• Ecological data will be used by the GMEU to provide more detailed advice and guidance on local plans 
and development proposals and to contribute to the development of policies and strategies at the 
district and GM levels.  

• Ecological data will be used by the Irwell catchment partnership to develop projects that contribute to 
an increase in Natural Capital value across the Irwell catchment. 

• The abundance of differing species groups of invertebrates 
(collectively known as riverflies) in the aquatic stage of their 
lifecycles is a good indication of pollution levels in a river.

• Volunteers from The Salford Friendly Anglers have been 
carrying out riverfly monitoring since 2011.

• They have recently been able to use a sudden disappearance of 
riverfly larvae on the Irwell to help the Environment Agency 
locate a pollution incident more quickly.

• The Catchment Ecology Project has supported the Salford 
Friendly Anglers to expand their riverfly monitoring by 
collaborating with other volunteer groups.  

• For instance, by paying for a training workshop for the 
Woodland Trust volunteer group at the Smithills Estate.

• We also arranged for an aquatic invertebrate expert to host a 
identification day for existing riverfly monitoring volunteers.

• Manchester Museum lent us additional microscopes for the day.

• The museum had recognised that they lacked aquatic 
invertebrate specimens from the Irwell Catchment.

• During the training day the volunteers were told about the 
value of museum specimens, and were shown how they could 
collect specimens themselves during their regular riverfly
sampling to help fill that gap.

• An unexpected outcome was the expert and volunteers deciding 
to carry out an Mersey Basin-wide specimen collection project.

Mike Duddy from the Salford Friendly Anglers demonstrating to Woodland Trust 

volunteers how to take a timed kick sample of riverflies.

Freshwater life expert Malcolm  Greenhalgh points out the finer detail of aquatic invertebrate 
identification to riverfly monitoring volunteers from the Salford Friendly Anglers.

Project Goals
Riverfly Monitoring


