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Staveley Embankment Removal

Date carried out (from and until)

May - October 2016

Location

Staveley, Kentmere, Cumbria. 

Background

This embankment is situated at the confluence 

of the River Gowan and the River Kent. The 

embankment has been formed from historic 

dredging spoil and stands up to 60cm above the 

field on the left bank. 

The removal of this embankment is of significant 

interest to the Staveley Flood Action Group as the 

river is no longer connected to the flood plain. The 

removal has full support from the SFAG, Cumbria 

County Council LFRM and the Environment Agency 

FCRM as this will reconnect the river with the 

floodplain in the neighbouring fields and reduce 

flooding issues in the region upstream of Gowan 

Bridge. 

Project

Removal of 800m of embankment and river bank 

protection, followed by tree planting and reseeding.

The trust removed the man-made embankment and 

river bank protection to help slow the flow of the 

river and reconnect it to its natural floodplain. They 

hope that this work will help alleviate flooding in the 

village and further downstream. This work will also 

create in-river habitats for spawning fish and the 

endangered white-clawed crayfish.

Partners 
Natural England, Biffa Award, Environment Agency,  

Catchment Based Approach,  John Nichol (land 

owner/farmer).

Themes
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Engagement

“Following the recent flooding in Staveley and 

Kendal, this project not only demonstrates the 

importance of working with, rather than against, 

nature but also how a single, enthusiastic and 

environmentally minded landowner working with 

the community can help safeguard that community 

and its natural heritage. This project forms part 

of the Rivers Trust’s ‘whole catchment’ approach 

to flood alleviation and is one that should be 

encouraged far more widely in flood prone valleys 

like the Kent”. 

Dr Mike Sturt,  

South Cumbria Rivers Trust



Case Study

Outcomes

Reconnection of river with floodplain, flood risk 

downstream is reduced. It also helps recreate a 

wide range of habitats which are not found in 

modified or straightened rivers. 

Learning

Working in partnership to overcome issues for 

mutual benefit.

Next Steps

To deliver a site tidy up, organise visits and write a 

project completion report.

Watch the timelapse video here. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGDxUSaX6Gs

